64          THE HEART OF BUDDHISM
The householder, seizing the childless woman, reproaching her with being the cause of destroying the succession of his family, maltreated her so terribly, beating her with elbows and knees that she died; and she also in that same house took re-birth in the shape of a Hen. The Hen laid eggs, and the Cat devoured them; and so a second, and yet again for the third time. On this last occasion the Hen, perceiving fiNow will this Cat devour me also,' formed the resolve :
'Having died and passed from this existence, may I devour both her and her offspring.5
Dying, she took re-birth as a Panther ; and she that was the Cat was re-born as a Doe. Thrice did the Panther come forth and devour the young of that Doe, lastly slaying also the Doe herself. The Doe, at point of death, formed the resolve :
6 Thrice have my young been devoured by this Panther ; now also will she devour myself. Departing hence, may I in future come to likewise devour her offspring.'
Dying, she was re-born as an Ogress. Later, the Panther herself died, and took re-birth as the daughter of a noble family in Sfivatthi. Corning to maturity, she went to live in her husband's
thought entertained at the moment of death han a special and immediate influence in deciding the Karma, the character of the re-birth taken. In this case the hatred predominant in the woman's mind not only resulted in the achievement of her purpose, but by reason of its intimate association with one of the three forms of Ignorance (Greed, Hatred, and the Delusion of Selfhood) caused her to take re-birth in the Animal World, in the body of an animal in whose nature cruelty, so manifest in the dying woman's wish, plays so predominant a part.